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Elevate Black Health, founded by Stephen Earley Jordan in 2023 concluded its first year in business with a significant trip to
Ethiopia. The purpose of the journey was to reconnect with acquaintances and engage in community outreach. Jordan spent the
majority of his time in Konso, a remote town located about a 16-hour drive from the capital, Addis Ababa.
The primary goal of the trip was to support the Konso community by personally transporting donated items. These donations
included, but were not limited to:

1.Clothing

2.Shoes

3.Reusable bags

4.Used smartphones

5.Prescription glasses
These items were either distributed individually or handed over

to local community leader Belachew Garo. In addition to the
donation efforts, Jordan focused on supporting the newly
established United Konso Community Kindergarten School,
which operates under the direction of Urmale Kusse and with
the help of teacher Abera Almale.

“Upon my first entrance into the classroom, | was welcomed by
the teacher and students,” Jordan recalled. “l immediately
noticed that the students lacked desks and used spared seats as
desks; many didn’t have pens or paper. It was clear they
needed better learning resources, and | knew | had to help.”

In the following days, Jordan and Belachew facilitated the
improvement of the classroom by providing several key

Looking ahead, Jordan and Elevate Black Health have set
several goals for the coming year. These include maintaining
contact with the school’s director and community leader to
assess their ongoing needs, assisting with the purchase of

resources:
1.Uniforms for approximately 50 students, handmade by a bookshelves and textbooks to develop a mini library; returning
local tailor within a year to help develop Room #2 of the school; and

monitoring the teacher housing. Elevate Black Health looks

2.Bench-style desks, crafted by a local compan
Y ’ Y paty forward to continued collaboration with the Konso community.

3.Murals inside and outside the classroom, painted by both
children and adults from the community

4.Notebooks and pens for all students

5.A new classroom floor covering

6.Miscellaneous teaching supplies and personal items to
support the well-being of the teacher

“It brought me immense joy to see the entire community—adults
and children—actively involved in the process,” Jordan said.
“From painting the classroom to carrying supplies across the
field to the school, it was heartwarming to work with so many
people who understand the value of education and community;
and how it takes a village to raise a child.”

As a token of appreciation, Director Urmale Kusse presented
Jordan and Belachew with traditional handmade Konso scarves
during a group dinner after much of the work was completed.
Jordan was also honored with a certificate of appreciation for

his contributions. Al RN Bel?cHe\ivquro
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